Hospitals with percutaneous coronary intervention capability have greater adherence to established myocardial infarction guidelines.
The American College of Cardiology/American Heart Association guidelines for acute myocardial infarction related to process of care aim to decrease morbidity and mortality and provide a standard of care for patients with acute myocardial infarction (AMI). Currently, there are limited data comparing adherence between centers providing fibrinolytic therapy alone and those that provide percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI). Reported compliance with AMI performance measures was analyzed using data from the United States Department of Health and Human Services Hospital Compare Web site from 2007, including aspirin administration, beta-blocker administration, angiotensin-converting enzyme or angiotensin receptor blocking agents, and smoking cessation counseling. Adherence to all reported measurements was significantly higher (P < 0.0001) in hospitals that reported PCI capability, compared with hospitals that reported only fibrinolytic use in AMI patients.